
2020 Startup List PR and Social Media Guidelines

As a winner of the 2020 Startup List ranking of Canada’s Top New Growth Companies, 
your business is strongly encouraged to leverage this distinction by announcing it 
to your local and trade media. As you prepare to make your announcement, please 
follow these guidelines when developing a media release, responding to media 
inquiries and using social media.

Note as well that we have provided a media release template, on page 4.

2020 STARTUP LIST
Public Relations and Social Media Guidelines
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PUBLIC RELATIONS / MEDIA RELEASES

• We encourage you to develop a customized release, but you can use the media 
release template on page 4.

• The special Growth List and Startup List print issue of Canadian Business—
published with the December issue of Maclean’s—will start hitting newsstands 
in mid-November. 

• Please refer to the ranking as the “Startup List ranking of Canada’s Top 
New Growth Companies.” “Startup List” and “Canada’s Top New Growth 
Companies” should always appear in title case. Consistency in this regard 
protects the integrity of the brand, which will maximize the effectiveness  
of your release.

• The full name of our publishing brands are Canadian Business and Maclean’s.

• When discussing the parameters of the ranking, please use: “Ranking Canada’s 
Top New Growth Companies by two-year revenue growth, the Startup List 
profiles the country’s most successful entrepreneurial businesses. The Startup 
List is produced by Canadian Business. Winners are profiled in a special 
Growth List and Startup List print issue of Canadian Business (packaged with 
the December issue of Maclean’s magazine) and online at GrowthList.ca and 
CanadianBusiness.com.

• The following quote can be used in your release and it should be attributed 
to Susan Grimbly, Growth List Editor: “The companies on the 2020 Growth 
List and Startup List are exceptional. Their stories are a masterclass in how 
to survive when the economy throws a curveball. Despite turbulence, 2020 
Growth List and Startup List companies showed resilience, spirit and, most 
importantly, empathy and strong leadership,” says Susan Grimbly, Growth 
List Editor. “As we celebrate over 30 years of the Canada’s Fastest-Growing 
Companies program, it’s encouraging to see that the heart of Canada’s 
entrepreneurial community beats strong, even in tough times.”

• Please include the following boilerplate at the end of your media release:

ABOUT THE GROWTH LIST
For over 30 years, the Growth List ranking of Canada’s Fastest-Growing Companies 
(formerly the Growth 500) has been Canada’s most respected and influential ranking of 
entrepreneurial achievement. Originally developed by PROFIT and now published in a 
special Growth List print issue of Canadian Business (packaged with the December issue 
of Maclean’s magazine) and online at GrowthList.ca and CanadianBusiness.com, the 
Growth List ranks Canadian companies on five-year revenue growth, and the Startup List 
ranks Canadian new growth companies on two-year revenue growth. For more informa-
tion on the ranking, visit GrowthList.ca.

ABOUT CANADIAN BUSINESS
Founded in 1928, Canadian Business is the longest-serving business publication in the 
country. It has fuelled the success of Canada’s business elite and, through the Growth 
List ranking, celebrates leadership, innovation, business strategy and management 
tactics. Learn more at CanadianBusiness.com.
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COMMON MISTAKES AND MISCONCEPTIONS: *NEW FOR 2020

GROWTH LIST

CORRECT

PROFIT 500

GROWTH 500

Canada’s Fastest-Growing Companies

Canada’s Top New Growth Companies

STARTUP LIST

Canadian Business

Maclean’s

INCORRECT

Canada’s fastest growing companies

Canada’s top new growth companies

STARTUP 50

Canadian Business

Maclean’s

• Please adhere to the above media guidelines in terms of timing, formatting 
and italics when announcing your placement on the Startup List on social 
media sites, such as Twitter, Instagram, Facebook and LinkedIn.

• The Canadian Business Twitter handle is @CdnBiz.

• The official hashtag of the program is #GrowthList.

• We ask that you link your social media posts to the Growth List landing page 
at GrowthList.ca or directly to any stories in which you or your company 
are mentioned.

SOCIAL MEDIA

• This media kit includes all logos, in a variety of file formats, as well as a 
document with usage guidelines, but please adhere to those guidelines in 
any usage of the logos.

• The logos are yours to use freely after the list is announced on October 15, 
2020 at 9:00 a.m. EDT. Please refrain from using the logos in any material 
that will be published before that time.

• Media release template follows on page 4.

LOGO USE
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STARTUP LIST MEDIA RELEASE TEMPLATE

The following is a template for a media release announcing your company’s 
placement on the Startup List. Feel free to use it, filling in your own company’s 
information where indicated in red. 

Your company logo here
Company Name Ranks No. XX on the 2020 Startup List
– Canadian Business unveils annual list of Canada’s Top New Growth Companies –
Your City Here (October 15, 2020) Canadian Business today ranked Company name No. 
XX on the annual Startup List, the definitive ranking of Canada’s Top New Growth Compa-
nies. Produced by Canada’s premier business and current affairs media brands, the Startup 
List ranks Canadian businesses on two-year revenue growth. Startup List winners are pro-
filed in a special print issue of Canadian Business published with Maclean’s magazine and 
online at CanadianBusiness.com and GrowthList.ca.

Company name made the 2020 Startup List with two-year revenue growth of XXX%.
“The companies on the 2020 Startup List are exceptional. Their stories are a masterclass in 
how to survive when the economy throws a curveball. Despite turbulence, the 2020 Growth 
List and Startup List companies showed resilience, spirit and, most importantly, empathy 
and strong leadership,” says Susan Grimbly, Growth List Editor. “It’s encouraging to see that 
the heart of Canada’s entrepreneurial community beats strong, even in tough times.

INSERT A QUOTE FROM YOUR CEO HERE
Sample: “Company XX is honoured to be on the Startup List ranking,” says CEO First-
name Lastname.
“This achievement reflects the strength of our product and the dedication of our team.”
Optional: Add information about what your company does, what it has achieved, what 
makes it unique, any awards it has won, etc.
[Suggestion: include web and social media links here]
Visit website
Like Facebook
Follow Twitter

ABOUT THE GROWTH LIST
For over 30 years, the Growth List ranking of Canada’s Fastest-Growing Companies 
(formerly the Growth 500) has been Canada’s most respected and influential ranking of 
entrepreneurial achievement. Originally developed by PROFIT and now published in a special 
Growth List print issue of Canadian Business (packaged with the December issue of Ma-
clean’s magazine) and online at GrowthList.ca and CanadianBusiness.com, the Growth 
List ranks Canadian companies on five-year revenue growth, and the Startup List ranks 
Canadian new growth companies on two-year revenue growth. For more information on the 
ranking, visit GrowthList.ca.

ABOUT CANADIAN BUSINESS
Founded in 1928, Canadian Business is the longest-serving business publication in the 
country. It has fuelled the success of Canada’s business elite and, through the Growth List 
ranking, celebrates leadership, innovation, business strategy and management tactics. 
Learn more at CanadianBusiness.com.

About [your company]
Your company’s boilerplate here
Media contact
Include name, company name, email and telephone number of the person media 
should contact
for additional information about your company.
Sample: Firstname Lastname, ABC Company, john.smith@abccompany.com, 
555.555.5555


